PartV - Epilogue

Ch. 53 Home
Vocabulary: sojourners (390) prescient (393)
vainglorious (396) soughing (400)
Comprehension:

« We learn that many people change in the two months that
progress in the novel. Who has experienced the most
amazing changes?



D iscwssionw Questions for Literature
Circles, Book Cluby or
whole clasy discwssionws
Alphatet of Dreamsy
by Swsawnv Fletcher

1) Find the place where the title appears within the book. Reflect on the title
and share what it means within the context of the book. (Ch. 52)

2) People are always saying you should follow your dreams, but does it
matter which dreams you follow? In other words, are some dreams more
worthy than others? What do a person’s dreams reveal about him/her? And
what is this book saying about dreams — dreams in the sense of longing and
aspirations?

3) With Koosha, the issue of Mitra’s “being seen” comes up. What does it
mean to be seen by another person? Are there times when we feel that
people aren’t really seeing us — that they’re seeing what they want to see,
instead of who we really are? Why do they do that? (Why do we do that to
other people?) Or, in the case of women who are aging, why are they
becoming invisible?

4) There are some images of light in the book. At the beginning, Mitra
craves light; she can’t bear to go into the caves without it. But in the cave
near the end, she no longer craves light, and when she closes her eyes, her
memories and her dream are full of images of light. What do you make of
this? Does this feel like religious imagery to you, or do you think it’s a softer
metaphor? If the latter, a metaphor for what?

5) Caves are always showing up in Susan Fletcher’s books. There are three
cave-like places in this book: the caves at the beginning, the qanat, and the
cave near the end. How do the caves function, in terms of Mitra’s
development? What does it do for her to spend time in these dark, quiet
places? Can you trace her development by touching base at the scenes in the
cave-like places?

6) The three Magi are also following their dreams on this journey. At one
point Mitra reflects that Melchior is pursuing power; Gaspar, knowledge;



Balthazar, matters of the spirit or heart. Some have reflected that people over
the centuries have approached their religions for a variety of reasons — and
power, knowledge and matters of the spirit are perhaps the top three. Do you
agree with this? Can you think of other reasons? Can you think of historical
or personal examples of people approaching their religions for power, for
knowledge, and for matters of the spirit or heart?

7) How does Mitra change over the course of the novel? What about her
dream, her dream of uniting again with her noble family? “There was heart
in it,” she thinks near the end, “but twisted by bitterness.” How did it have
heart? How was it twisted by bitterness? What, specifically, are some of the
things/characters/events that bring about her change? (You might think
about the function of the animals here, for example, or how her sexual
awakening plays into it.)

8) Did Mitra trust Zoya too much? Why do you think she did or didn’t?
Zoya claims that she’s done Mitra a favor and Mitra doesn’t even know it. Is
this true? Has she done Mitra a favor? Is Zoya a villain, a hero, or....what?

9) There’s been some discussion lately about the prevalence of girls dressed
as boys in children’s literature. Why do you think this happens? Is it a
negative trend? Positive? Has it been overdone? Is it believable that girls at
various times in history might have dressed as boys?

10) One blogger opined that Mitra should have been a boy. What would that
have done to the story? Would the story have worked as well that way?

Social Studies Group Response Activity ~
Compare the map at the front of the book to a modern map of the Middle
East today.



Art Responses for
Alphatet of Dreamsy
by Swsan Fletcher

Collage ~

Directions have already been shared encouraging students to create a collage
that depicts images from the story. This piece of work can become the cover
of the binder that will hold all work done in relation to reading and reflecting
upon Alphabet of Dreams.

Another idea is for students to:
* color photocopy the above artwork and insert the copy into the front
of the 1” binder cover and to...
* display the actual collage on some bulletin board or other type of
display. The artwork could be framed using a simple frame from a
dollar store or using other inexpensive means.

Alphabet of Dreamsy ~
Invite students to reflect upon the title of the book, Alphabet of Dreams.

What comes to mind when they read the title? What do they dream about
and hold dear?

Using their favorite art materials, encourage students to visually represent in
some manner, their own alphabet of dreams. This could include a
combination of collage, sculpture, printing, etc. The sky is the limit!

A written explanation should accompany their artwork.



Astronomy inw
Alphatet of Dreamsy
by Swsaw Fletcher

Gaspar studied the stars with various instruments, but mostly with an
astrolabe.

Astrolabe Activity #1

Learn how to use an astrolabe (the Magi’s star-catcher”). You can find out
more about astrolabes, and how to use them at the following website:
http://www.astrolabes.org/electric.htm

Astrolabe Activity #2:

Encourage students to make astrolabes of their own. Directions can be found
at:

http://cse.ssl.berkeley.edu/AtHomeAstronomy/activity _07.html

Some activities for using your homemade astrolabe are found at:
http://cse.ssl.berkeley.edu/AtHomeAstronomy/activity _08.html

Buy a personal, customized, quite reasonable astrolabe for your very own:
http://www.astrolabes.org/personal.htm

How we read the stars now

Most scientists use telescopes and other technology to study the stars and
planets. Make a visit to a local planetarium, or use books and the internet to
learn more about astronomy.

Making a Basic Telescope Activity
Directions for making a basic telescope can be found at:
http://www.howstuffworks.com/question568.htm




Social Studies ~ Geography i
Alphatet of Dreamsy
by Swsaw Fletcher

Mapping
At the beginning of the novel there is a map for the area covered by the
characters in The Alphabet of Dreams.

Mapping Activity #1 ~ Group Activity
Encourage your students to work together in groups to answer the following
questions:
* Through what modern countries do Mitra and her companions travel?
* Which cities have the same names today as during the time of the
novel? Which cities have different names?
*  On a modern map, can you find the places that Mitra and her
companions traveled?

Mapping Activity #2 ~ Mapping Mitra and Babak’s journeys:
* Ask students to make their own sketch of the map at the
introduction of the novel. Encourage them to record the travels
of Mitra and Babak on this map while reading the novel.

Mapping Activity #3 ~ Mapping today’s Middle East
* Students might plot the journey on a map of today’s Middle

East. They can use some of the ancient maps at the following
websites for assistance:
There is a fun, interactive map of ancient Parthia at the
following website:
http://ancienthistory.about.com/gi/dynamic/offsite.htm?zi=1/X]J
&sdn=ancienthistory&cdn=education&tm=1524&gps=136_136
_1024 573&f=21&tt=13&bt=1&bts=1&zu=http%3 A/ www.pa
rthia.com/map_mea.htm

Another map depicting ancient times is found here
http://www.oznet.net/iran/oldmap.htm




Famous ancient gates
Mitra and her companions go through the Ishtar Gate in Babylon. You will
find various photos of this gate at:
http://images.google.com/images?hl=en&g=Ishtar+Gate+Jerusalem+photo&
um=1&ie=UTF-8
Ancient Gate Activity #1:
Encourage students to research and discover:
* When was the Ishtar Gate built?
* The gate has been reconstructed out of ancient, glazed bricks,
where can this reconstruction be found now?
For help answering these questions, students can go to:
http://www.bible-history.com/archaeology/babylon/ishtar-gate.html

Ancient Gate Activity #2:
We are not told which gate Mitra goes through to Jerusalem.

Encourage students to find out:

*  What are some of the famous gates of Jerusalem today?
Photos of the gates of Jerusalem and their history can be found at:
http://www.bibleplaces.com/oldcitygates.htm

Ancient Gate Activity #3:

* Can you draw the walls of Jerusalem and put in the various gates?
You will find photos of some of the gates of Jerusalem in Biblical
times at:
http://www.bibleplaces.com/oldcitygates.htm

*  Why were ancient cities surrounded by walls?

* Why don’t modern cities have them? (it has to do with the invention
of gunpowder)




Social Studies ~ Animal Transportatiow
i
Alphatet of Dreamsy
by Swsawv Fletcher

Transportation is an important theme that runs throughout Alphabet of
Dreams. You will find information and activities provided for transportation
by camels. Choose the activities that best meet the needs of your students.

Camels ~ transportation by land
For the answers to many of the questions and suggested research below as

well as to learn more about camels, visit this incredible website:
http://www.allcamels.com

There are several different kinds of camels in Alphabet of Dreams.

*  What is the difference between one-humped camels (dromedaries), two-
humped camels (Bactrian camels), and crosses between the two
(hybrids)?

For help answering these questions, you can find a diagram of a Dromedary
camel here:
http://www.enchantedlearning.com/subjects/mammals/camel/camelcoloring.

shtml
A Bactrian camel diagram is found at this site:
http://www.enchantedlearning.com/subjects/mammals/camel/Bactrian.shtml

Photos and information about hybrid camels are found here:
http://www.messybeast.com/genetics/hybrid-camels.htm
http://www.camelphotos.com/DifferentTypesP1.html

Questions to consider:

*  What are the ways in which camels’ bodies are specifically adapted to
their environment?

* How is the Bactrian camel adapted for a different kind of climate and
terrain?



Can you think of other animals specifically adapted for particular
environments?

Camel Gear

Mitra is given the job of mending camel gear.

Questions to consider:

What are some examples of camel gear and decoration that camels
might wear?

What is a nose peg?

There are many different kinds of saddles for dromedaries. Learn about
Tuareg saddles, Kenyan saddles, Arabian saddles and Omani saddles.

Questions to consider:

* [n what way are Omani saddles significantly different than the others?
* Where is a saddle usually put on a Bactrian camel?

* How does a saddle for a camel differ from a saddle for a horse?
* What other means of transportation were used in the ancient times?



Social Studies ~ The Water System
in Alphalet of Dreamsy
by Swsaw Fletcher

Qanats
Questions to consider:
* Whatis a ganat?
*  What purpose does it serve?
*  Why must the water run underground?
* How is a ganat constructed and how does it work?
* What device is used to get water up out of the shaft of a ganat?

Visit these websites for ~

Photos and an explanation of ganats:
http://www.livius.org/g/qanat/qanat.html

Qanats (Kariz) in Iran:
http://www.destinationiran.com/Kariz_(Qanat).htm
History of qanats:
http://users.bart.nl/~leenders/txt/qanats.html

While Persians were using qanats, the Romans were using aqueducts.

Question to consider:
*  Why would the two countries develop different ways of transporting
water?

Qanat Activity #1:

Using a Venn diagram, compare and contrast the qanat with the aqueduct.
For a description of how to use Venn Diagrams as a graphic tool, visit this
website:

http://www.sdcoe.k12.ca.us/score/actbank/tvenn.htm

Qanat Activity #2:
* Find out where your tap water comes from. Is it as clean as bottled
water? How might you find out? Water is becoming more and more of
a precious resource. Create some kind of educational tool that will:
o teach your friends about where the water you drink comes from
o educate us about water conservation and its importance, or
o the pros and cons of using bottled water





